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Shakespeare, but it is not such good fun for the peoples. c Come
the three corners of the world in arms and we shall shock
them.5 l Nonsense! We won the 1914 war, as we won the
1939 war, only when we had massed and mobilized, by our
industry and our diplomacy, superior and well-trained forces.
Not a moment earlier, nor by any other means! Victory comes
only to the soldier who remembers that every battle can be
won, and to the statesman who remembers that every war can
be lost. Nor is it difficult for a generation experienced in war
to reconcile these maxims. Wars are lost when the politicians
present their adversary with the opportunity of achieving his
objective without having to fight for it. That is what we
should have done had we listened to the 'democratic' outcry
against the Anglo-Russian pact of 1907. Germany yesterday,
as Russia to-day, was looking eastwards. Her principal objec-
tive was the road to the Near East and the Persian Gulf. She
would have gained that objective without firing a shot had it
not been for the Anglo-Russian pact.

As it was, Germany was nearly encircled. But she did not
intend to be. The results of her renewed determination to
avoid encirclement were soon apparent in Vienna, where
Aerenthal, the astute and unscrupulous half-oriental Foreign
Minister, was quick to realize Germany's position.

The political map of the Balkans had been arranged at the
Congress of Berlin in 1878. Like many other achievements of
the despised Victorians, the settlement had endured, and but
for the golden opportunity for mischief-making which the year
1908 presented to Austria, it might have endured still longer.
In that year, however, Turkey was in the throes of a revolu-
tionary upheaval, and Germany so isolated diplomatically that
Austria could count on her support.

Bulgaria under the Berlin settlement had become a princi-
pality under Turkish sovereignty, while Bosnia and Herzegovina,
although still under Turkish suzerainty, were administered by
Austria under a mandate from the powers. The object of these
curious arrangements had been to relieve the unfortunate
peoples of these lands from the burdens of Turkish misrule,
without creating a dispute between, Russia and Austria as to
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